SIR   JOHN RERESBY.
395
tli.it manner was to toll men that they needed not to come to church except they pleased, and it was no less than declaring that lawful to others which was against their own consciences. By the same rule, if the King command the bishops to read mass in their churches, they are obliged to obey. These and many other arguments were used by the bishops. The King, upon their refusal, gave a very angry answer, and they were commanded to appear before him in Council on the 8th of June.
June 1. I kissed the King's hand, who received me very graciously. The next day I attended the King on horseback into Hyde Park to see a regiment exercise, where he called to me twice, and discoursed with me upon several subjectH. My Lord Marquis of Halifax came to see me, whom I found willing to consent to liberty of conscience, but not to take away the test and not all the penal laws together, but gradually, and upon good considerations.
June 8. Seven of the bishops appeared before the King in Council, whore they were commanded to enter into recognizances of ftOO/. a man, to answer to tin. information, against thorn in the King's Bench the next term, for disobedience to his Majesty's order concerning reading the declaration for liberty of conscience. This the bishops refused to do, saying they ought not to enter themselves into any security of that kind, till the information or indictment wan found, and that if they did othorways it would be not. only contrary to law, but a betraying the liberty of the peerage. Upon which the Archbishop of Canterbury and six more (being all that appeared) were committed to the Tower. This was very deeply resented by those of the Church of England. 1 saw the biehops, being then at Whitehall, come by me, going to take water for the- Tower. They all looked very cheerful, and the Bishop of Ghichestcr called to me, asking me how 1 did. The next day my Lord Huntingdon, one of the